Christiansted

Capital of the Danish West Indies when Sugar Was King

For theti first sottlement the Danes chose a good harbor on the

Denmuark wis d latecommer in the race [0 colonies in the Mew
World, Columbus’s vovages to (he Caribbean gave spaln a mao-
nopoly in thit repion dor over a contury, But nfter the English |'||Lmt
ed acolony in the Lesser Antilles in 1624, the French, Dutch, and
eventunlly Danes jolned in the seramble tor empire, Seeking is
fands on which to cultivaie sugar as well as ai outlet for teade, the
Danish West Indin & Gumea Company (a group o nobles and
merchants chartered by the Crown) iook possession of 51, Tham
a5 in 1672 and itsneighbor S, Jahn in 1717, Because neither island
wis well suited to agriculiure, the compuny in 1733 purchased
St Croix—a larger, Datter, and more fertile island 40 miles south
frovm Prance. Colonlzanion of 5t Crodx |'l|_'u||HI| the next vear, ator
traops put down a slave revolt on 5t John
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Before the Danes

This island’s first settlers migrated
up the Lasser Antilles from South
America. By 2,000 years ago there
wis a settlermant at Salt River Bay
an the lsland’s north shore By
1300 the village there had the only
ceremanial plagaftall Court so1ar
discavered (0 the Lesser Antilles

Ory his secand voyage, in 1493,
Colurmbus came ypor thils Island
and named it Santa Cruz (Maly
Cross). Sighting the villags at Sah
Ry H;l\.r,. I S0 a Baat ashiore
to “have speoch with the natives.”
fhe Spaniards met a canos with
Caribys A Tight ensued, One Canb
weas Killed, and the rest were cap
tured, Twio Spaniards wite woutd
ed, ane fatally, 1t was the Tirst
documented skirmish between Eu
rapeans and Mew Waorld natives

In The West Indian Style
Christiansted blends vistaz of neo-
classicrum with o lovely natural sel
tingg of high Kills and roef-fringed

Chrigtiansted as a grand town llke
Chrlstiania {(now Osia) in Norway,
with boulevards, promenades, and

The Canbs that Columbius
oncountarsd in the Letwer
Antilles weare skillod sea:
tarafs and warriors Thalr
reputation for cannibal-
Inm s exaggarated.

northenst coast, the site of an earlier French village named Bassin
[hetr leader Frederick Moth was a man of vision, He planned a

New 1OWnN
tinn VI

ramicd Chirstlansted in honor of reigning King Chrs
and had the island surveved into plantiions of 150 acres,

priced fo atimcl new settlers, The best land came ander cultiva
tion and dozens of sugar factories began operating. Populntion
approached 10,000, nearly 9,000 of them slaves Imported from
West Africa 1o work in the fields,

Even with this growth 5t Crolx's cconomy did not fourish, The
planters chaifed under the DWIEG Company's restrichive tracling
practices, This monopaoly so burdened planters with regulations
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Regulars and Militia
Theaugh Depmark relied mostly
o neytrality to defond s faroff
trapical colonies, a military pres-
ERCE Wk 85SEnTIal 1N a region
dominated by European rivalries
and slave fabor, On 5t, Croix, de
fense rested on a system of forts
and battories garrisoned hy regu
lar Dannh troops. The Tort in Chig
tiansted, shawn i plan at right,
was finished in 1749, Captured
leaders of the 1733 slave uprising
i SLoJokln did soime of the can-
sHuction work
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outskirts. A remarkably progressive
building cade embodied hus deas in
1747, Enforced by successive build

Named Christiansvaern (Christlan’s
defenie) in honor of King Chis
tian VI, the Tort was armed with
18- and &-pounder cannan, Thege
guing and twao outlying batteries,
cambined with a farmidable reaf,
dominated the harbor entrance,

Undet Gov.-Gen, Petor von Schol
ton, an aristocrat with a taste Torf
cergmony, the military on 5t, Crolx
Bnjoyed perhaps 18 best years, Von
scholten rearganized the requlars
and enlarqed militia units and the
fire llll{ialllll' Frove Blacks filled the
ranks of the lattor and also served
in the militia. Christiansted's gar
Lt i1 THI0—AT lenst on paper
numbered 21% officort and men,
including a corps of mudiclans, This
was nearly hall ol all reqgulars In
thee Danish West Indies
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Christiansted National Histarie Site
St. Croix, Virgin lslands

National Park Service .
.5, Department of the interior
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that they persunded the king to take over the islands in 1755
Crown admimsteation coineided with the bagimning ol a long
pel iod of growth Lor the cune suggn indusiry, 5t Croix became
1hi "_1]1“,1] i the “Danlsh Islands m Americn.” ns they were thion
called, and roval governors toolk up residence al Chirist iansted.
For the next centuey and o half, the wown's Tortunes were Hied o
St Croix's sl indust Iy Borween 760 and 1820 the economy
boomed, Population rose dramatically, in part because free-trade
policies and neatrality attracted settlers from other ishinds
hence the prevalence of Beitish eulture on this Danish island with

i French name—and exports of sugar and rum sonred, Capital

wiis available, sugir prices wert high, lnbor cheap. Many plariters,
Cmerchants, and praders reaped greai profits, as reflected m the

Pater van Schalton is Bt
rammernibirod Tor his rals in
Triedtling the slavis. Arriving
ini thii islands as a young of-
ficar in 1803, von Schalten
raad thraugh the ranks and
Wits (Jovernor-general from
182 7-40

Annag Hedgaard, his mistress,
wins a fres woman of calor
whao very likely influenced
his views on treating blacks
humanely, Dospite the fact
that the king confirmed his
emnnclpation dedises, vain
Seholen wis dismissed from
offlce and stripped of his
pension, He died in Donmark

i 1854, & broken man.

throughout Danish rule, and eco
nomic stagnation after Danish rule
helped the town suivive passing

Farbor, The Wown's ofderly develop
ment over bwo centuries owes
mitich to the iland's Tirst goverii,
Fraderick Math, He concaived of

Visiting the Park

Take a walking tour of principal
tistoric bulldings 1o sample the
town's Damish past Begin your
Lo ot

1 Fort Christiansvaern, completed
1749, added to 183541, protactod
the town Trom pirates, privateers,

and slave Wprisings It was a palice
statian and courthause after 1878

It now features military exhibits

2 The Steapla Bullding (1753) was
5t, Crolxs first Lutheran church 1ts
steeple was completed in 1796, The
cangregation moved in 1831, and

“the bullding beramo a bakery, hos
pital, and school in turn,

3 Thi Danish Waest Indla & Guinea
Company Warshouse {1749) housed

affices and storerpams, Slaves wore
1=

auchionedn the yarg —

_phy'the Virgin slandggel

48 ooy iiench i
.nqiin' Hational
Trurk Sarvice programs in
Ametici's communitias

hancsaime Bullding lnes He put
Gavirninant l}I'thIITH]‘\ ane town
hauses near the waterfront, rele
gating workars eottages 1o the

4 At the Customs House (18547)
the government allected taxas
OF NPt and exparts, The tawn'
post office was upstairs

5 In the Seala House (1856) hogs
heads of sugar and puncheons of
Fum were weighed befare export,
The weighmaster's offlce was on
tha first Hoor; soldiers were-quar-
tered upstaire, This building re-
placed an 1840 wooden wealghing
hoise,

6 Government House was complet
ed'in 1830 by connecting two

imposing 1700s townhousas, Gov.s

Gen. Peter von Scholten had hig
affice here. The sacand-dlaor fecup:
tion hall is restered tooits TBA0S ap-
pearance. The building i« owned

fiov,

-0 am weekends and

i) Inspectors, the code regulated building tads
matarialy and construction and aven
used zaning to regulate growth

Farms ol the code were in force

Christlansted took shape at a libey
ating moment in architecture, The

7 The Lutharan Chureh (1744), bullt
as the Dutch Reformed Chirch; wis
sisled if 1837 to Luthérans, maving
here from the Stespla Buqldlrln, falk
ing with them most of the furmish
ings. The steeple.is a later addition

For your safety Remember: driv
ing iz on the lett. inside the fory,
da fpot climb on cannon or stand
ar wialls,

Hours The park is apen all yosn -
excopt Thanksgiving and Dacembor
2%, Ham (a8 pimdtopent at

{edoral holidays)

neoclassic style of the 17008 came day Wiheh & Master mason ar car
to daminate tha Danish 1slands,
reeflecting the wealth accumulated
it therr first century. The buildings
witre the work ot anonymous

cra ltsmef—migsons and carpenters,
many af them Froe Blacks— ir a

sical at ity best s dignified, solid,

rhythmical arches light and spa
cious ifitisriars (aften filled with
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penter could both plan 4 building
and put it up, West Indian neoclas-

and functional, Bulldings Teature
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Christinnsted in 1899 by Danish artist Theadors © Sabitas

fine architectire of town and country, Thiz golden age was
t-LI”‘-.;_-d within . few decades by the rise of the beet sugar indus
try in Furope and North Ameriea A drop in the price of cane
‘\tlll.',il.l. Increasing debt, drought, hurricanes, und the Hsing cost of
labor after slavery was abolished in 1848 all contributed (o eco
nomie decline. As the 1800s wore on, S0 Croix became Little more
than a marginal suga producer, [he e ol fabilous wealth wis o
tlhing of the past, When the United States purchased the Danish
West Indies in 1917, it was for the islands® ststegie harbois, not
their agriculiure, The lovely town of Christansted is now a link
to the old wav of life here, with all its elegimee, complexity, and
contradiction

Free Blacks
In the days of slavary a distinet class,
Free Blacky, emarged on 51 Croimx
Some ware given thier freedom fon
faithful service; others bought froe
dam with maney earned as artisan
ar by raising and selling produce
from their gardens in the Sunday
Market, They worked as gmall mer
chants, Tisheryen, saamen, shoe
makera, tallors, masons, coopers,
carpenters, and blacksmiths

As carly a5 1747 a section of Chris
tlansted, Neger Gotted—later called
Fras GQul—wak sol asidle Tor Froe
Blacks to bhidlld their own houses,
Between 1791 and 1815, the towi's
Friee Blacks mare than doubsled their
fAumbers, fiang trom 775 ta ), /764
Mot until 1824 wore they granted
full egquality with whites, Free Black I
atatuis tar men was indicated by 4
rod and white cockade worn on
their hatd
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Christiansted's golden age fabove,
{eft to right) are: wealthy merchant
or planter's townhouie, Steaple
Building (the tirst anish Litheran
church on 5t Croix), Governmaent
House, merchant’s shopg/residenca
and waorker's Cottage,

fine mahogany furniture), arcaded
sidowalks 1o shalter pedestrians
from sun and rain, galleries to catch
breezes, and hip roofs that collect
rainwater in cisterns Yellow bilcks
that carme as ships’ Ballast saw wide
use In construction: Bulldings from
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~ Saint Croix’s Golden Age of Sugar
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The Sugar Plantation

For g nime St Croik was one of the wealthest sugar islands i the

\\;L"\I il:hlil"\.

(Ui 51\\1“.1 YIS & |ii|I|'i||t'tI \'..'I'HI wiils bslweern colo

nial powers, [nthe lare 18th and early 19th cenruries production
Wik h:gh, and thi= price of sugar on the world market was stable

In 1803 the slimed's population was 30,000

26,500 weore slives

whao planted, harvested, and processed cane on 218 plantations.
More than 100 windmills anc almaost as many animal mills ran
night and day in season, converting sugar into wealth,

Cirowing sugar wiad hard work, he iden of the indolent planter
I8 ||IH"-|||\' I.I|\.I|I \ |\'|',I||IIL'i .'.|I.\| |'Ii'-\ munagel i'.l,!,..i I J-.||n\.‘|.' hisw Lis
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plant a cropoand Bring it in: how o make sugar, molasses, and rum

dnd got them o inarker: how o bulld: losw to maotivate enslaved

Plantations on 5t. Croix, ¢. 1800
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Fields of Cane

Sugarcang worked a revolution in
Caripbaan |te, After wigar caught
an as a staple in the French and
English Islands about 1650, planta
tiers repdaced small Tarms, and IR
gantured labor gave way to chattel
slavery Wealth accumulated at the
toap af the social order and misery
at the battom, Socety on this island
and in the West Indies generally is
taday tie hair of these |ﬂ-!i:|||l1llllfli‘,

Sugar cane is an Old Waorld species,
a member of the graw family, and
grow Feadily in this climate, Work
began in the tall, the rainy season,
with gants of slaves digging trench
i b CLUTHAES, Spradts Were weeted
untl knea High, ang 16 manths after
planting the cane was 10 feet tall
and ready Tor eutting, The harvest
wias The Buswst time of the yeai
Working from first light to last,
slaves strippod off the leaves, cut

Making Sugar
Cane |uice flowed straight from the
mill to the boiling house, whera i1
was reduced 1o a molsy, Brown g
ar called muscovado, A boiling mas
ter, wsually a slave valued Tor his
skill at the process, directed waork
Alarng one wall stood A recaiving
vat and next to it a battery of su
eisively smaller cauldrons, called
coppers, ovor furnaces fueled by
bagasse, dried crushod cang stalks,

On the apposite wall were shallow
copling pans. Aftar skimming off
inpurities and adding lime, wark
ors ladled the juice Trom copper Lo
copper, stifring and skimimimng, At
tho last and hottest copper, The rap
Idly thickening julce was carefully
wialched aver |1 the Bédling mastet
called produce a shgary thiraad be

Life of the Blacks

This towi market

Exports and Imports

St Craix lived by trade. The island
exparted five commadities—aligat,
Flany, malasses, cotton, and hard
wonds=-and imported {(as it doas
today) nearly l.'wry!lnnq it used o
consumaed. Miuch of thiscargo rum
bled across Christiansted wharf in
ox carts driven by slaves antd was
laaded on adean-gaing vesiels,
When yields were good and prices
high, planters lved lavishly; spent
frealy in London, Coponhagen, of
Pruladelphia on squipment, food
and luxuries: and paid off debt.

Ut Denmark snded its slave trade
i 1803, Christiansted was an im
portant port in the infamaous Trian
gular Trade that took cheap gootls
trom Europe to Africa, slaves to the
Caribbean, and sugar and molasses
t Mew England or Europe The
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gdawn the cane with their hookad
Bills, aivd leaded the stalks Lo cafs
for the mill, Grinding want on night
and day, Workers patied thie canss
thiraudgh the mill's rolers twiie 1o
INCTedse |Uice sRtraction, The julce
dripped into 8 collection box andl
fram thete rarn by trausgh (o the
hoiling house

The limestane windmill
of SU Croix wirre STy
conical structures of
Rutch origin, refined by
ducados of English
axpiEflencs

in the boiling house
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Middlie Passdce was sheet hofras
S6 many dead and gying were
tossed averboard, sald ofw Tags
tain, that “the wea lanet ta the
Wieat Inclies ware carpeted with
the bones of black Africa;” At
Christianstod survivors ware
hiesrded into the compaind af
the DWIRG Company and auc
tioned ott to the planters and
city dwallars

The Napaleonic Wirs and Britlsh
tctupations (1801, 180715}

interrvipted ald trade pattermns 57
with Europe and the United s

States. AL puace returmed, the
United States saon became tha
istand®s chief trading partney
The link oven survived high tar-
s pratecting the Heddgling LS
et sugar industry, Long at
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labdor; and how to deal with island merchants, ship captoains, and
it kiers, Work went on vear-round, For the ambitious and inge-

nious, o plantation was an all but eerrain Wy [ fortune But for
s} |_\[.III|;,'I'A it was o buuness loadied with risk

Planters contended with drought, hurmicines, fuctuating imarket
prices, and the hazards of shipping, Considerable investment

mueh of it borrowed at high mtes, was needed for bulldings and

imachinery as well s land and slves

hecuuse o planter was as

much o mamalacturer ns o fnrmer, Sugar producthion was o highly

Integrated process from field o marked that, by facl, foreshadowed

the coming indusirind age.

From aettlamant in 1734 to the
abolltlan of Denmark’s slave trace
in 1803, tens of thousands of
Blacks—the axact number s nol
known=weore shipped 1o 5t, Croly
to wiork in its flelds: Their hard,
raanatenoul labor underiay 51,
Crolx's wealth, They worked from
dawn untll dark, with two hours
off for a meal, six days & week. At
crap time they worked around the
clock, followed by a fow days of
festivity, a yearly high point tar
slaves. Maled and females, with
childran i1 tow, labored tagethe
to plant, weed, or tut In sepson.
Men wiarked in the mill and bolling

tween his thumb and torefinger
caoking was done, A s ary of
"strike, " workers turned the moist
crystals into wooden pans to cool
This suigar was packed in hags
heads, huge bharrels o1 1,600 I'}I.'.l'LIIHi
capacity. They ware put o racks
and the molasses drained off. Afte
a Tow waelis, whan the sugar was

house; tended stodk, cartad sugai
to the dock, served in the house
hold, constructed buildings, and
Bechimie artisans, Amenities were
fow. They livad In masonry huts thit
they built themselves, arranged in
rows 1or coitiol, They sewed thaw
elothing from annual aliotments
of fabrics: Food was scanty; to com
meal and salt Tish they added pro-
cluce from thair gurdan plots, ]'J'mh,'
sold surpius produce in the public
markel, Dedpité slavery, some Al
{an customs persisted in [anguagie,
religion, and foodsy

dry, the hogsheads were toppods
afl with fredh sugar, sealed, and
then [paded on oxcarts for trans ]
part to the town wharf for expart (

Viost plontanions were simnll commumities of 225 o 300 acres, bui

it self-suMcient, Much food, clothing, and equipmoent was in

parted. Twao thirds of the lond grew cane; 1he rest contnined dwel
lings, marden plots for provisions, pasture, and the large T-shaped
tnctory building. In it cane was transformed into raw SUEAT « alled

imuscovado: The factory wiis part of niv industs il t'nrn|\it"-.: Hoperent

stane windmill for squeezing juice from cane, a bolling house for
eeducing the julee to erystils, curing houses for drving sugar and

draining off molasses, warehouses, and a distllery {or wening mae
lnsses o rum, The manager’s house and slave village stood near

By, The st slave dwelllnes were of wattle-and-daubs construction
[Later omes were of masonry, usually built by the slaves themselves

as single cottages 1o orderly rows, The greathous

Wind Power and Animal
Plodding teams of axen or mules
powered the islands' earliest mills
Thicy thrned long poles artached
ta vertical rallers that extracted
juice from the cane fed into them.
Reginning in 1750 the planters,
with slave labor, bullt stores of
wirid -driver mills on high ground
1o catch the trade winds, 1 1794
100 winamills and several dozan
ariirmal mills wera aperating on b
St Craix

Wiorkem stoered the
Blades inta the wind with
the wallplece (1), Gears (2)
transterred power ""(“"I'\
a drive shaft (1) to vertical
ralliers (4) hivta which work
ors log canie, Julce Tlowied
intor & resdervale (9 and
than b3y trough s the baoil-
Iy howise.

Malasses was a lugrative byprodict
Most was used 1o maké rum for 1
expart to Europe or North America \

dwelling of
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A plantation at work an 1Ph-contury 4. Cralx

the p!.mln-r i i.n'rul}'

was (he glory of the plantation, Nothing

soninaniiesied a planier's luxurious inode of hving. Often Buill by
slives, it usuplly sat on commanding ground, surrounded by the
carringe house, stables, quarters for house sevvants, and other

dependencies. [t was a worlo of art illustrative of an age

Mhe best days were over by 1820, Competition from beel se g,
coupled with slave emancipation in 1848 and sporadic hurrics nes.
drought, and labor unrest through thie balanee af the century,
contributed to an irreversible economic decline, When the lasi
stgEr plisntations ceased operiting m the lure 19208, those who

labored in their fields and factories did not lament thelr passing.

V4l
it
e

The Greathouse

[he graathouse was & plantar's joy

and pride. 1t was usually built in the

prevalling neodlassical style by slave
bt Including craltaman, Like th
milll; the house sat on hl!.']l'l !H'\".'LHTI']
to cateh prevailing breszes, From
the .j;lllury A plamter could survey
his domain, The sarliest estate
Benises an 5t Crong were relatively
madest wanden atfairs, with sepa
raté kitchens to recuce the risk of
fire

Fram thi 17604 o, accurmlatied
wealth enaliled plantars to build
with limestone and brick, Seme
Noukes featured a stalFCasE Swosp
ind) up to the main level=—to a [t
lese, dinving raon, badrooms, and
porhaps an otfice and library, The
rooims wisre alry with highc ilings

Distilling Rum
Rum was the staft of West indian

L |iTe and a plantation’s secand

product. |t was nade by Terment-
ing water and molasses, five parts
teax afe 1 a vat (1) with a measuré
al skimimings, aranges, and herbs
to taste. After 4 woesk the mix
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A planter's wite would go 1o great
expense to flll the house with fine
mahodfany furritire b impartied
silved, erystal, porcelain, and linek
Tha most IMpartiant supporting
buildings were the cookhouse (with
Banks of ovens and grates), tlables
and servants’ quaners

Presicling aver This warld the plant
er's wite saw to all things damestic
and frequently arganized sparkling
socials that brightened Island life
Sha was helped by 8 host of e
vants, usually specially selected
lacks brought into the houtehold
tocook Clean, tand chilldren, and
look after the horses and EAlTIdges
The duties of thess blacks and thei
relationship o the planter and kis
tamily gave them a measure of In
dependence and considerable rank
v tieldd haneds,

wils heated v a still (2), Vapors
passed 1o a doubler (3), qainimg
strength, and fram thare through
condensing colls (4) into a vat (5)
Emarging as 120-proof rum, It was
aged and bareled for etxport
Cructan rufm was amandg the lest

==

Conking & maal

Practed by the jslanads' goad har
bar-—and also fearing encroach
ment by Germany-—the United
States purchased the islands Trom
Denmark for $25 million in 1917
The sale merely made formal a
lang-standing ecanamic relation
whip between the United States
and the Virgin islands




